
THE BAYTHE BAY

D O W N  B Y

I s s u e d  B y  T h e  U n i o n  B a y  C o m m u n i t y  C l u b  I s s u e d  B y  T h e  U n i o n  B a y  C o m m u n i t y  C l u b  

N E W S L E T T E RN E W S L E T T E R

WWW.UBCC.CA.  BOX 335, UNION BAY BC, V0R 3B0  250-335-2500

Volunteers for Mother’s Day Breakfast needed!  

Any youth volunteers looking for grad credits, 

Contact  info@ubcc.ca or call 250-335-2500

Local Lens
Dig through the newsletter
to find all the hidden garden
illustrations. 
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  Welcome

May flowers have sprung from

April showers, but did enough

rain fall to sustain our blooms?

Varying moisture levels don’t

deter the weeds! Mother’s Day

is just around the corner. Will

you plan a card, a bouquet of

flowers, or perhaps a special

breakfast for your mom?

Warmer days are here, and

outdoor recreation is calling —

golfers, hikers, and boat lovers,

your season has arrived.

UBCC Annual 

M o t h e r ’ s   D a y 

Pancake            Breakfast

$10.00 per adult ~ $8.00 4-10 yrs 
3 yrs & under free

SUNDAY MAY 10   9:00 am - 12:00pmth

Walk-ins welcome 
Pay at the door - cash/debit/credit

Laura Babcock

captured a sunrise

over Denman Island

from her Union Bay

home.

mailto:info@ubcc.ca


Service Saturday,  May 2rd  11:00am start   Celebration of LIfe for Donna McKay ~ UB Hall

Taco Tuesday Tuesday,  May 5    All Day   Cinco de Mayo lands on Taco Tuesday ~ Prepare a Mexican feast! th

Time Together Club Every Friday,  10 - 11:30am  Drop in group for seniors, caregivers & children to play together (p. 4)

UBCC Event Sunday,  May  10    9:00am - 12:00pm   Mother’s Day Pancake Breakfast at UB Hall th

Slo Pitch Sunday,  May 10   10:00am start  Watch some games after a pancake breakfast (p.12)th

Holiday Monday,  May 18   All Day  Victoria Day th

FBCC Event Tuesday, June 2nd  7:00pm start  Keith Alessi ~ Tomatoes tried to kill me...  (p. 6)

UBCC Event Sunday,  June 14   9am - 3:00pm  Car Show & Bay Day ~ Annual Family Event! th

Areobics 
Mon/Wed/Fri  
9:30am-10:30am
DROP IN WELCOME  

Contact Lucie Fast 
250-335-1607

Line Dancing 

Wednesdays

1:30pm 

Contact: Mary Bowen  

250-335-1748

Pickle Ball 
Intermediate/Advanced
Wednesday 4pm-5:30pm 
  

Contact: Michelle Borden
250-218-2153

Pickle Ball 

Intermediate

Mon 6pm-8pm 

Contact: Melina Shepherd

cleangreenspace@gmail.com

Pickle Ball 
Intermediate
Tues/Thur 12pm-3pm 
  
Contact: Janice Foster
250-335-0686

Pickle Ball 

Advanced

Monday 4pm-6pm 

Contact: Sue Twose 

250-207-7164   suetwose0@gmail.com

 * Please contact the Pickle Ball host to confirm availability *

Crib
Mondays 1:30pm 

Contact: Mary Bowen
250-335-1748

Pickle Ball 
Intermediate/Advanced
Tues/Thurs 6pm-8pm 
  

Contact: Dylan Harris
250-703-6760

In the Union Bay Community  
Upcoming Events

Winner of the Activity
Card 10 pass is: 

Jessica Howe

Stage 1 Water Restrictions start
May 1  2026.st

Lawn and garden sprinkling is
permitted between the hours of 5 am to

8 am and 7 pm to 10 pm, on Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday for even

numbered addresses and Wednesday,
Friday and Sunday for odd numbered

addresses.

All hall activities require a club membership and a drop in fee



The Royston Pod has been doing more streams, spread over a wider territory, with fewer people than the rest of us for a long time.
Mostly due to the heroic commitment of Marie Purcell and Mark Lake, we have gathered unbroken reams of data from our northern
realms with a skeleton crew. But things are looking up in Royston. There are now a few new bodies to share the load.

The Bowser Pod, the new kids on the block, who relied heavily on the Winter family, have recently attracted a few new folks as well. It’s
here in the center, in the Fanny Bay area, where we’re getting thin. This is not to say we can’t still get the job done. But, jeez, it seems
unfair for just a few of us to hog all the fun!

So, this is your big opportunity. You may have seen our sign on the roads on most Tuesdays when the sun is shining and the birds are
singing (or when it’s pouring rain and the birds are home reading books by the fire). You’ve probably wondered what kind of fun we’re
having out there and how you could join in on it. Now’s your chance to find out. You too can learn to wield a YSI probe and measure the
Nephelometric Turbidity Units of local creeks. And learn where the Dippers do their dance and where delicate lady ferns grace exposed
shale banks dripping with spring water year-round. 
It really is beautiful out there!

For more info, call Mike at 250.702.5900, or send us an email at info@beaufortwater.org

BWS doesn’t have an office. We do our indoor
stuff, like meetings and such, at each other’s
houses. Our monthly meetings, thanks to the
kind support of SPID (Ships Point
Improvement District) are at the firefighters
training hall. Many meetings are on Zoom and
we sometimes meet at the FBI. But if we DID
have an office, it would have a big sign out
front, for all to see, saying, “Stream Samplers
Wanted. Apply within”.

For those who have followed our adventures
over the years, this request for samplers may
seem odd. We have occasionally put out a
call for volunteers to help with things like
data management or grant writing. Finding
folks who want to play in the creeks has
never been a problem. Though having said
that, I should note that the Royston Pod
might disagree. 

A ‘pod’ by the way, is our whimsical term for a
team. As we expanded from our original three
creeks, we separated the territory we now
cover (Bowser to Royston) into three areas
so we could be finished before dark! We
sample on Tuesdays to align with the
Regional District of Nanaimo (RDN)
Community Watershed Monitoring protocols.
And even though we refer to it as ‘sampling’
we don’t bring samples back for analysis. We
measure the Dissolved Oxygen, pH, Specific
Conductivity, Temperature, and Turbidity of
each creek right alongside the babbling brook
itself (or crashing torrent, depending on the
time of year) and record the data in a
logbook.

Beaufort  
Watershed Stewards



Recipe 

Ingredients: 

Salad:
1 bunch celery, chopped (approx 10 stalks)
1 large honey crisp apple, diced
1 large cucumber, diced
1 cup of halved crisp grapes (red or green) 
½ to 1 bunch fresh parsley, chopped fine
Handful micro greens (optional)
8-10 pitted medjul dates, chopped
1/2 cup chopped pecans or walnuts

Dressing:
1.5 cups shaved Parmesan
1 bunch freshly chopped dill
2 -3 large lemons, juiced
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1/4 cup avocado oil
1 tsp. Salt + 1 tsp pepper
2 cloves garlic, minced
2 tsp. Maple syrup (optional)

Method: 
1.  Chop all salad ingredients as uniformly as

possible to ensure you’ll get the perfect bite of
mixed elements 

2.  Add all your chopped salad ingredients into a
bowl

3.  Mix together all the dressing ingredients in
another bowl until smooth

4.  Pour dressing over salad ingredients and toss
before serving

      ~ Enjoy! 

Notes:
You can make the dressing a day or two
before  and store in a jar/container in the
fridge. 
 Once dressed this salad tastes best that day,
but if you want to eat leftovers the next day
stored in an air tight container in the fridge.
The dates and pecans really elevate the salad
so if you can don’t skip them. 
Fresh herbs brighten the flavour, but dried
dill can work in a pinch.
Olive oil can work in place of avocado oil 

Crunch Salad  
We’ll call it a salad, but it is a treat to eat. It’s f resh and crunchy with hints of sweet and savoury in just
the right amounts. This salad is flexible - if you don’t have grapes add in more apple or more cucumber
if you don’t have a full bunch of celery.  This is a quick salad to chop up and an easy crowd pleaser! 

If you have a special or

crowd pleasing recipe you’d

like to share with the

community please email

ub.dbtb@gmail.com

recipe adapted from Sarah Lasry by Simone & Chuck

https://sarahmlasry.com/author/sarahlasry/




Local 
Paws

May Birthdays 

Skyla came to Union Bay exactly one year ago. She came
from a large farm in Pemberton BC. She used to spend her
days guarding a large farm from predators but was longing
for an easier lifestyle as she comfortably ages. 
She got her wish when we packed up all her things and ours
and moved to Union Bay.
She now spends her time in and around The Bay on the local
trails watching the small forest critters do their thing
without a worry in the world.
She is very friendly and gentle with any dog that approaches
her, as we wander down Washer creek and as far as the
island highway at times. Her favourite spot is the oceanside
walks, looking at the waves and still trying to taste the sea
water. Chase's the odd bird for fun.
She has settled into Union Bay easily with all the friendly
people and fellow dogs she meets. Thank you Union Bay.

See you down the trail folks!

Want to see your pet 
featured here? Submit

a photo and a small
write up to:

ub.dbtb@gmail.com

Gary Hargreaves May 1 
Nicholas Lafountain May 4 

Paul Skinner May 5 
Dan Jager May 11 

Caleb Jager May 19
Sheryl McKay Miller May 19

Dawson Jager May 22
Jim Elgie May 22 

Dawson Jager May 22 
Cheryl McCaffrey May 26 

Rick Bitten May 26 

Skyla

EasteEaste      Easte   
It was a blue bird Easter Sunday and the turn out of
families to participate in the Easter Egg Hunt was
wonderful ! The fire department made sure the Easter
Bunny showed up in style and on time to get the hunt
started. Volunteers did a great job dispersing and hiding
eggs for all ages...maybe too well for some of the coveted
movie pass golden eggs! 



In House Digital Printing, CNC Milling,
Routering, Laser & Welding Services

The Possibilities are endless!

Boat ramp fees support
parking lot

maintenance, toilet
facilities & on going

improvements

Please display your
yearly pass on your boat

trailer or vehicle dash
so volunteers know you

have paid your fee. 
Per use fees are cash

only paid on site.

Spring days are full of bird songs and if you are curious about what birds
are performing in your back yard or on your trail walk check out Yellow Point
Ecological Society’s website. They have a “Common Yard Birds on Eastern
Vancouver Island” page with bird song samples. 
www.yellowpointecologicalsociety.ca

UNION BAY
BOAT RAMP

NEW FEES: 

$10 PER USE    

$50 YEARLY PASS

$40 SENIORS (65+)

$175  COMMERCIAL    

Yearly permits
available at the Union
Bay Market or online 

at ubcc.ca    



Open 10pm-5pm

Tuesday - Sunday

265 Muscamp Rd

250-335-0239

Taste the homemade
difference!

www.justlikemoms.ca

The play structure has been carefully
repaired and put back in place. It took
many hands, tools, and plenty of
teamwork to get the awkward piece
sorted out. Rick Weaver led the way,
with John as co‑engineer and Chuck,
Simone, and Rich adding some muscle.
With the warmer weather, we hope
families are enjoying the playground
again.

PLAYGROUNDPLAYGROUND

ready for play...again



Family 
Corner

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 10. This day looks different for every family. Showing appreciation

for the mom in your life can be as simple as a call to catch up or as elaborate as a day full of

treats and surprises. Here are some get‑to‑know‑Mom questions that I hope spark fun

conversations, laughter, and a few surprise answers along the way. Write or record the answers

so you can enjoy them later.

Questions to ask Mom:

1.  When you were a kid what was something you liked

doing as a family?

2.  What did you want to be when you were growing up?

3.  What was your favourite band growing up?

4.  Were you ever scared of anything?

5.  Have you ever met anyone famous?

6.  What was your favourite holiday as a kid & why?

7.  When you were young, did you ever collect anything?

8.  What is the funniest thing that has ever happened

to you?

9.  What was your proudest moment in your youth?

10.  Did you have a best friend or a group of good friends

growing up? 

11.  If you could pick an awesome family vacation for us,

where would we go? 

12.  What is something you still want to learn how to do? 

Answer questions about Mom:

1.  What is mom really good at?

2.  What makes mom laugh?

3.  What is the very best thing mom cooks for you?

4.  What is mom’s favourite color?

5.  How do you know mom loves you?

6.  What is your favourite thing to do with mom?

7.  If Mom had a magic wand, what’s the first thing she

would do?

8.  If mom could turn into any animal what would it be?

9.  If mom could only eat one thing for ever what would

it be?

10.  What is something mom loves doing?

11.  What is the silliest thing mom does? 

12.  If you were going to bring breakfast to mom in bed

what would you make? 

13.  If mom had the whole day to herself what would

she do? 

Pre-order
your

Mother’s
Day

flowers!
Open May

10th



                                       Before 1880 the only way to get to the Comox Valley was by water. Boats like the Cariboo Fly called

infrequently to Comox, which had a government wharf. Other travelers had to meet boats out in the bay. In 1884 a buggy

road was opened between Victoria and Nanaimo, and shortly after to Alberni. It was argued that Alberni had only 200

settlers compared to the Comox Valley’s 2000, so a petition was sent off to Victoria demanding a road to the Valley.

After the mines opened in 1889 in Cumberland, the only way to take produce from the farms in Courtenay to the miners,

was to ship it by boat from Comox to the shipping wharf at Union Wharf; then, load it onto the Colliery train to

Cumberland. The promised very narrow road from Courtenay to Cumberland was opened in 1891. 

    In 1895 the government started the road from Nanaimo to Courtenay. It allotted $8,000 which was divided; the road

being started from both ends. The project was contracted out into sections of 5 to 6 miles eg. “Union Bay to Royston”.

So, many men with a team of horses and tools were awarded contracts and made a bit of money. 

 Finally, in 1899, it was finished. Although called a road, it left much to be desired. Some rivers had not been bridged. At

big Qualicum River, Qualicum Tom (first nations) operated a road house and hired out a large flat-bottomed boat to cross

the river. Wagons or carriages and people were put aboard. Horses were let loose to swim, often ending up downstream,

later to be rounded up and put back in harness. During winter storms many trees blew down across the road, so everyone

travelled with saws and axes. 

 

   Local road foremen were hired. Alex McLeod was the first in Union Bay. With his team and wagon he filled the potholes

with gravel from the beach, now called Craigdarroch. First, Second, Third and Fourth Roads went from the highway down

to the beach. The beach gravel was hand-loaded onto the wagon, then spread on the road by removing one or two floor

boards. Then the road was leveled by his team pulling huge scrapers. Emerson Muschamp became Road Foreman through

Union Bay in the 1920’s.

Roads By: Janette Glover-Geidt

Celebrating 110 years of Girl Guides in the Comox Valley

Guides from past and present met at the Union Bay Hall on April 19th to

celebrate 110 years of Girl Guides. Back in 1916, women in Cumberland

formed one of Canada’s first Girl Guide companies. They held bake

sales to buy fabric so they could sew their own uniforms. The event

featured a fashion show of uniforms from 1916 to today, modelled by

women and girls, along with honorary awards and a catered lunch by As

You Like It, Laura Agnew.

Lilly Brown is wearing the Brownie uniform from the early

1960’s & Emery Ellison is wearing today’s Ember uniform 

How do you know when
something is truly lost?

 
Your mom can't f ind it.



Craft FairCraft Fair
Spring Spring 

A full house for the spring craft fair!

With 43 vendors in the main hall and

lots of activity in the kitchen, the

day was lively and fun. Starr, our fair

coordinator, received many kind

emails from vendors and customers

praising how friendly and supportive

the volunteers were. A big thank you

to everyone who came out to help

the day run smoothly. Together, we

raised $2,493.60 for the UBCC!

April was a busy month for the Lions. They allocated
donations to support local programs like Fanny Bay
Salmon Enhancement, Freedom Paws Canada and
the Fanny Bay Community Centre. Then on April 20th
The Baynes Sound Lions celebrated 50 years of
community service. There was cake and laughter ~ a
good time was had by all. Cheers to another another
50 years!

of incredible years of service 
to our community



Around the Bay 
Looking for Volunteers 

The Annual Bay Day event,  Sunday June 14th is
coming up fast and we need your help in

welcoming the community out for a family day of
games, raffles, food and more!

Any amount of time donated helps this event run
smoother and fundraise for future UBCC

projects. 
Reach out to info@ubcc.ca or 

call 250-335-2500

Check out the Newsletter page of our website www.ubcc.ca for:
Current and previous newsletters

Advertising information including rates and how to submit an ad

Sign up to receive the newsletter directly to your email inbox
Alternatively you can email ~ ub.dbtb@gmail.com with the  subject

line “sign me up” to receive the newsletter via email. 
           

All artwork or photos need to be high resolution Jpeg attachments and editorial

submissions in a Word document or copied to the body of an email. 

All Down By The Bay inquiries should be sent to ub.dbtb@gmail.com

UBCC ~ Down By The Bay Newsletter 

Jen Balcke – President/Activities

Rick Bitten – Vice President 

Stephanie McKnight – Treasurer 

Brenda Bitten – Secretary/Electronic Sign

Katrina Gillies/Jody McKay - Rentals

Starr Mcfadyen – Craft Fair

Dianne Jäger - Membership

Rick Weaver – Maintenance 

Rod Bitten – Boat Launch

Simone Sando - Newsletter

Karen Skinner - Director

Mike Jäger - Director

Laura Agnew - Director 

Paul Skinner - Director

UBCC Board of Directors
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